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foreign countries and from Great Britain, would give the United Kingdom a
preference. Joseph Chamberlain, the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
became converted to this point of view. Unable to convert the rest of the
Cabinet to " Tariff Reform/' he resigned, and devoted the rest of his active
life to promoting the movement throughout the country. The Conservative
party was thus divided into free traders and tariff reformers, the free traders
being still in a large majority. The Liberal and Labour Parties were uncom-
promising free traders.

The King took an active interest in the doings of his Ministers. The
Education Act of 1902 and the Irish Land Purchase Act of 1903 had his warm
approval. He was anxious to revive his old plan for the assuaging of Irish
sentiment by abolishing the Viceroyalty (which was a political post held by
party men), and having a royal prince as his deputy. Unfortunately the
historian, W. H. Lecky, when asked by the Cabinet, advised against the King's
plan. The Viceroys, Lecky said, had always been unpopular. Apparently
he feared that the King's royal deputy might become unpopular too. In 1903
the King made a very successful visit to Ireland, visiting Dublin, Cork, Waterford,
Kilkenny, Belfast. Before coming to Ireland he asked the Under-Secretary,
Sir Anthony MacDonnell, why the Irish were discontented. MacDonnell said
that they wanted education and security of land tenure. " I shall come,"
replied the King, " bearing an Education Act in one hand and a Land Purchase
Act in the other." He was received with an unaffected welcome by the people.

When Joseph Chamberlain gave notice of resignation from the Cabinet in
1903 over the Tariff Reform question^ the King tried hard to mediate, so as to
keep Chamberlain in the Cabinet, and proposed that the case for and against
Tariff Reform should be investigated by a Royal Commission. Mr Balfour,
however, did not take up this suggestion. The King's personal views are said
to have been for free trade. The resignation of Chamberlain weakened the
Cabinet; and though Mr Balfour reconstructed it with the help of some
energetic and more youthful politicians, the Government lost support in the
country and he resigned on 4th December 1905. Sir Henry Campbell-Banner-
man formed a Government which, at the following General Election, 6th January
1906, obtained an overwhelming majority of votes.

The Government of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman was one of the most
powerful that British politics ever produced; powerful in personnel, by reason
of the eminent people who composed it, and powerful by reason of its com-
manding majority in the House of Commons. It immediately took up a pro-
gramme of social reform. Later, the Cabinet tackled two important measures of
" Imperial" significance: Irish Home Rule and South African Union. The
King knew the Prime Minister well. Sir Henry CampbeU-Bannerman, like
King Edward, was fond of travelling on the Continent, knew Paris and Parisian